
Easter Sunday Service 
March 31, 2013 

Red Hymnbook 
 

GATHERING TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

Worship summary: Jesus Christ, our risen lord, is the fullness and joy we are called to 
share as the truth that transforms the lives of all who believe in him.    
  

ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE 
 

Prelude and time for silent prayer 
Greetings 
Call to Worship [drawn from Psalm 118] 
Pastor:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever! 
People: The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. 
Pastor: Hark, glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: The right hand of 
the Lord does valiantly. 
People: The Lord has chastened me sorely, but he has not given me over to death. 
Pastor: Open to me the gates of righteousness that I may enter through them and 
give thanks to the Lord. 
People: This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. 
Pastor:  I thank thee that thou hast answered me and hast become my salvation. 
People: The stone which the builders rejected has become the head of the corner. 
Pastor: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
People: This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
*Hymn #204 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 
*Call to Confession 
*Prayer of Confession [Unison] 
Merciful, triune God, we confess that we have sinned against you and one another 
by wrongful words and actions and by disregarding opportunities to do your holy 
will. We repent and are heartily sorry for the wrongs we have done and the good we 
have left undone. We ask your forgiveness in the holy name of our crucified and 
risen Savior, Jesus Christ. Give us the will to amend our lives and the grace and 
power to do your holy will, for the sake of the same risen Savior and Lord. Amen.  
*Assurance of Forgiveness [Responsively] 
Pastor: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: who forgives all 
your iniquities. 
People: As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from 
us.  
*Gloria Patri #546  
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD  
      Children’s Sermon  
     Prayer for Illumination 
        Scripture lessons 



 Acts 10:34-43 [p.122 NT] 
      1Corinthians 15:19-26 [p.166 NT] 

  John 20:1-18 [p.109 NT] 
Pastor: The word of the Lord 
 People: Thanks be to God  

 
Anthem: “Praise the God of Resurrection!” Words by John Parker, Henry Van Dyke; 
Music by Mark Hayes quoting “Hymn of Joy” by Ludwig van Beethoven 

Sermon:  “Empty Cross, Empty Tomb” Pastor Roger Stuart, CRE 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

*Hymn: “In the Garden” [Insert] 
Concerns of the People 
Pastoral Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer 
The Offering 
The Offertory 
*Doxology [p.544, red hymnbook] 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 

DEPARTING TO SERVE 
 
*Hymn #208 “The Day of Resurrection”  
*Charge and Benediction 
* Hymn #78 “God Be with You” [first verse & refrain] 
[*standing, if able] 
 
 
 


