
Third Sunday of Easter 
April 14, 2013 

Red Hymnal  
 

GATHERING TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

Worship summary: The risen Christ hears our confessions, shares our hopes and fears, 
and offers us new opportunities to love and serve him.  
 

ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE 
 

Prelude and time for silent prayer 
Greetings 
Call to Worship [Adapted from Psalm 30] Responsive 
Pastor: I will extol thee, O LORD, for thou hast drawn me up, and hast not let my foes 
rejoice over me. 
People:  O LORD, my God, I cried to thee for help, and thou hast healed me. 
Pastor: O LORD, thou hast brought up my soul from Sheol, restored me to life from 
among those gone down to the Pit. 
People: Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy 
name. 
Pastor: For his anger is but for a moment and his favor is for a lifetime.  
People: Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 
Unison:  To thee, O LORD, I cried; and to the LORD I made supplication. ... Hear, O 
LORD, and be gracious to me! O LORD, be thou my helper!" 
Prayer of Invocation [Unison] 
Amazing God, surprise us with new experiences as we come reverently before you to 
praise and adore you. Open us to your appearance among us and within us.  Pour 
your Spirit upon us. Make us attentive and responsive to your Word.  Grant that we 
may know your touch and enter into your glory.  All this we ask in the name of 
Christ Jesus, he who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, both 
now and forevermore.  Amen 
 
*Hymn #209 “Thine Is the Glory” 
 
*Prayer of Confession [Unison] 
God of all wisdom, we confess the folly and frenzy of our human pretension and 
striving. We confess the arrogance of our insistence on self-sufficiency, on believing 
we can find “the formula to follow,” that we can design and do on our own whatever 
is necessary for “the good life.”  We discover by experience that it is not by creeds 
that we are comforted in sorrow, nor by doctrines that we are strengthened in 
temptation. It is not through acts of penance that we are absolved of our guilt and 
sin nor is it by religious rituals that we become loving and forgiving people. We 
arrive at that end, O God, only through your love and forgiveness. So, please, 
forgive us, save us and help us, for only you are holy. Amen. 
 



*Assurance of Forgiveness [Responsive] 
Pastor: God revealed in Jesus knows us through and through. 
People: He loves us with a love that never ends. His love enlightens our darkness, 
forgives our sins, and heals our brokenness.  
Pastor: The graciousness of God’s forgiveness of sins is a life-giving gift from a loving 
God known through Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
*Gloria Patri #546 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

        Prayer for Illumination [Unison] 
Gracious God, give us humble, teachable, and obedient hearts, that we may receive 
what you have revealed, and do what you have commanded. Amen. 

      Scripture lessons 
    Acts 9:1-20 [p.120, NT] 
        Revelation 5:11-14 [p. 231, NT] 
             Pastor: The word of the Lord 
                                               People: Thanks be to God   
 
Anthem: “Joy Returns in the Morning” by Judith Snowdon 

Sermon: “Déjà Vu,” Pastor Roger Stuart, CRE 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
Mission Message: Jonas Gee, Gideon speaker	  	  
*Hymn: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”[Insert] 
*The Apostles’ Creed  
Concerns of the People 
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
The Offering 
The Offertory  
*Doxology [p.544, red hymnbook] 
*Prayer of Dedication 

 
DEPARTING TO SERVE 

*Hymn #269 “Jesus Calls Us”   
*Charge and Benediction 
*Hymn 78 “God Be With You” [1st verse & refrain] 

 
 

 


