
 

 

 

 

Lord’s Day Service 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time   

July 13, 2014 

Red Hymnal  

 

GATHERING TO WORSHIP GOD 

Worship Summary: A study in opposites awaits all who would 

be true to God: faith and doubt, sin and salvation, parched land 

and soggy soil, barren ground or fruited plain. So ask yourself, 

“Where do I stand amid so many choices, so many chances?”  

 

Greetings 

ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE 
Call to Worship [drawn from Psalm 119] Responsive  

Pastor: Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

People: I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, to observe thy 

righteous ordinances. 

Pastor: Accept my offerings of praise, O LORD, and teach me thy 

ordinances. 

People: I hold my life in my hand continually, but I do not 

forget thy law. 

Pastor: Thy testimonies are my heritage forever; yea, they are 

the joy of my heart. 

People: I incline my heart to perform thy statutes forever, to 

the end. 

 

*Invocation [unison] 

We open our hearts to you, Holy Spirit. Fill them with 

Christ’s transforming love. Guide us as we carry that love 

toward each other and the world. Come, Holy Spirit, come. 

Amen.  

 

*Hymn #18 “We Gather Together” 

 

*Prayer of Confession [Unison] 

O God, we come together before you marked by striking 

similarities and profound differences. Some of us, perhaps all 

of us, experience, have experienced or may experience 

moments when our attitudes are harsh toward you and our 

earthly brothers and sisters near and far, times when our 

devotion flags, and periods when our minds and attention are 

diverted from you by competing interests and causes.  Save 

us, O God, from unhelpful certainties and smug applause for 

ourselves and remind us to give the glory to you.  Touch our 

lives gently, we pray, and forgive us our wayward ways.  

Amen 

 

*Assurance of Forgiveness [Responsive]  

Pastor: There is no condemnation for all those who wait in faith.  

People: Jesus comes to bring us the story of grace.  

Pastor: We are forgiven.  

People: Thanks be to God.  
*Gloria Patri #546  

 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
Prayer for Illumination [Unison] 

O God, we pray that we would be both  fed by your word 

read and nurtured by your word proclaimed this day and 

that we would grow more vocal in sharing it with our sisters 

and brothers everywhere. Amen.  

 

Scripture Lessons:   

Genesis 25:19-34 [p. 21 OT]               

Romans 8:1-11 [p.147 NT]                                    

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 [p. 13 NT] 

Pastor: The word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon: “Planting and Harvesting”   

 Pastor Roger Stuart, CRE 
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
*The Apostle’s Creed [p. 12 red hymnbook] 

*Hymn #287 “Come, Labor On”  

The Concerns of the People 



 

 

 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

The Offering 

The Offertory 

*Doxology p.544 

*Prayer of Dedication 

O God, we pray that our lives may be vehicles this day and 

every day for your fruitfulness and that these gifts would be 

received as the beginning sign of a renewed spirit of 

stewardship.  Amen.  

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

The Invitation [Responsive] 

Pastor: Come, neighbors, all who are baptized or earnestly seek 

the Lord, to eat at Christ’s table. 

People: We come to share the bread and cup. 

Leader: Come, neighbors, to remember Christ’s sacrifice. 

People: We come to share Christ’s love in the world. 

Leader: Come, neighbors, to rejoice in God’s overflowing grace. 

 

The Thanksgiving [Responsive] 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you.  

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

People: We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Pastor: Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the 

celestial choirs and with the faithful of every time and place, who 

forever sing to the glory of your name. 
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*Hymn #11 “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!” 

The Institution 

Invocation of God’s Blessing 

Consecration of the Elements 

 Partaking of the Bread 

 Drinking of the Wine 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

DEPARTING TO SERVE 
*Hymn #77 “Saviour, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise” 

*Charge 

Go forth spreading the love of God. Go forth hoping that we 

may share in the sowing of good life.  

*Benediction 

Now may the life of God be cherished in us, the hope of 

Christ be revealed in us, and the Holy Spirit gently tend each 

vulnerable sign of newness.  

*Hymn #78 “God Be with You” [first verse & refrain] 

 

Patrick Dalrymple, accompanist 

 


