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GATHERING TO WORSHIP GOD 

 
Worship summary: There is a newness about God’s saving grace that empowers us to 
see things with a fresh eye and to strive with new purpose to establish new goals and 
achieve new objectives.  
 

ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE 
 

Prelude and time for silent prayer 
Greetings 
Call to Worship (Psalm 32:6-11) Responsive 
Pastor: Let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found; surely when the 
mighty waters rise, they will not reach him.                  
People: You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me 
with songs of deliverance.                                    
Pastor: I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and 
watch over you.                                
People: Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must 
be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you.           
Pastor: Many are the woes of the wicked, but the LORD's unfailing love surrounds the 
man who trusts in him.                                       
People: Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are 
upright in heart! 
 
Invocation 
*Hymn #379 “Come Thou Font of Every Blessing” 
*Call to Confession (Psalm 32:1-5) Responsive)       
Pastor: Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.               
People: Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and in 
whose spirit is no deceit.                  
Pastor: When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.        
People: For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped 
as in the heat of summer.  
Pastor: Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity.             
People: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD” – and you forgave the 
guilt of my sin.      
 
*Prayer of Confession [Unison] 
Almighty and awesome God, our Father, we confess to you our sinful natures, our 
wandering from your ways. We know we have wasted your gifts, forgotten your love 
and wronged our brothers and sisters in and out of the faith. Our misunderstand-



ings, missteps and mistakes haunt us because they separate us from you. Teach us to 
hate our errors, cleanse us from our secret faults and forgive our sins. Bestow upon 
us your mercy we pray in the name and for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen.  
*Declaration of Forgiveness [Psalm 145:8-9] Responsive 
Pastor: The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love. 
People: The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made. 
*Gloria Patri #546 [red hymnbook] 

 
HEARING GOD’S WORD 

 
Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Lessons: 
Old Testament – Joshua 5:9-12 [p. 193, OT] 
Epistle – 2 Corinthians 5:16-21[p. 170, NT] 
Gospel – Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 [p. 73, NT] 

Pastor: The word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 

 
Anthem:  
Sermon: “No More Gimmes”   Pastor Roger Stuart, CRE 

 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 
*Hymn #272 “Just As I Am, Without One Plea”   
*The Apostles’ Creed [p. 12, Red Hymnbook] 
The Pastoral Prayer  
The Lord’s Prayer  
The Offering 
The Offertory 
*Doxology [p.544, Red Hymnbook] 
*Prayer of Dedication 

 
DEPARTING TO SERVE 

 
*Hymn #399 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  
 *Charge  
*Benediction  
*Hymn #78 “God Be with You” [First verse and refrain] 
[* standing, if able] 


