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GATHERING TO WORSHIP GOD 

 
Worship summary: As God restored his chosen people from slavery in Egypt, he offers 
us restoration from the slavery of sin. 
.  
 

ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE 
Prelude and time for silent prayer 
Greetings 
Call to Worship (Psalm 26) Responsive 
Pastor: When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. 
People: Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
Pastor: The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad. 
People: Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in the Negeb! May 
those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy! 
Pastor: He that goes forth weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with 
shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him. 
Prayer of Invocation (Unison)  
Lord, we thank you for all the blessings you have given us. We know you never 
neglect us, because, if you did, we would cease to be. Continue to lead us in our 
journey as you led Jesus on his. Be with us now as we gather in your name, may we 
feel your presence among us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
*Hymn #39 “Come, Ye People, Rise and Sing” (Verses 1, 3, 5) 
*Call to Confession (Responsive)     
Pastor: The proof of God's amazing love is this: while we were sinners Christ died for us. 
People: Because we have faith in Christ, we dare to approach God with confidence.  
Pastor: Let us admit our sins before God. 
*Prayer of Confession [Unison] 
We call upon you, Jesus Christ, for forgiveness, grieving as we do over our lack of 
faith and lost opportunities. We confess that we stay too much in known places with 
known people, convincing ourselves that this is where you want us to be, closing our 
ears to your calling voice. If our message to the world has been one of judgment 
rather than your healing and mercy, bring us your pardon. Do not give up and leave 
us alone. Call to us again. This we pray in faith. Amen.   
 
*Declaration of Forgiveness [Joel 2:12-13] Responsive 
Pastor: “Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting 
and weeping and mourning.” 
People: Rend your heart and not your garments.  



Pastor: Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to 
anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity.  
 
*Gloria Patri #546 [red hymnbook] 

 
HEARING GOD’S WORD 

 
Prayer of Illumination (Unison) 
Guide us, O God, by your Word, and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see 
light, in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Christ 
our Lord, Amen. 
 

Scripture Lessons: 
Old Testament – Isaiah 43:16-21 [p. 638, OT] 

Epistle – Philippians 3:4-14 [p. 186, NT] 
Gospel – John 12:1-11 [p.100, NT] 

Pastor: The word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 

 
Anthem: “O Lord, Hear Me,” Words drawn from Psalm 143, Music by Hal H. Hopson 
Sermon: “A New Thing” Pastor Roger Stuart, CRE  

 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 
*Hymn #363 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 
 *Affirmation of Faith: “The Apostles’ Creed”  
The Pastoral Prayer  
The Lord’s Prayer  
The Offering 
The Offertory 
*Doxology [p.544, red hymnbook] 
*Prayer of Dedication 

 
DEPARTING TO SERVE 

 
*Hymn #77 “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”  
 *Charge  
*Benediction  
*Hymn #78  “God Be With You Till We Meet Again” [first verse and refrain] 
 
 
 
 


