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GATHERING TO WORSHIP GOD 

 

Worship summary: The risen Jesus meets on Easter evening with his remaining 

disciples except for Thomas and again eight days later when Thomas is among them. He 

has doubts that can be resolved only if he can see Jesus and touch his wounds. Can we 

believe in and proclaim Jesus without seeing him?  

 

ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE 

 

Prelude and time for silent prayer 

Greetings 

Call to Worship [Psalm 16] Responsive 

Pastor: Preserve me, O God, for in thee I take refuge. I say to the LORD, “Thou art my 

Lord; I have no good apart from thee.” 

People: As for the saints in the land, they are the noble, in whom is all my delight. 

Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; their libations of blood I will 

not pour out or take their names upon my lips. 

Pastor: The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; thou holdest my lot. The lines have 

fallen for me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage. 

People: I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs 

me.  I keep the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not 

be moved. 

Pastor: Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also dwells secure. 

People: For thou dost not give me up to Sheol, or let thy godly one see the Pit. 

Pastor: Thou dost show me the path of life; in thy presence there is fullness of joy, in thy 

right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

Prayer of Invocation [Unison] 

Amazing God, surprise us with new experiences as we come reverently before you to 

praise and adore you. Open us to your appearance among us and within us.  Pour 

your Spirit upon us. Make us attentive and responsive to your Word.  Grant that we 

may know your touch and enter into your glory.  All this we ask in the name of 

Christ Jesus, he who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, both 

now and forevermore.  Amen 

*Hymn #426 “I Danced in the Morning” 

 

*Prayer of Confession [Unison] 

We confess O Jesus, our risen savior, we sometimes fail to recognize and proclaim 

you. We sometimes fail to comprehend the totality of your love and the universality 

of your expectation that we should love others as you love us. Touch our lives, we 

pray. Forgive our lack of faith. Open our minds and spirits to you and to each other 

so that we recognize your grace and forgive each other’s mistakes.  



 

*Assurance of Forgiveness [Responsive] 

Pastor: God revealed in Jesus knows us through and through. 

People: He loves us with a love that never ends. His love enlightens our darkness, 

forgives our sins, and heals our brokenness.  

Pastor: The graciousness of God’s forgiveness of sins is a life-giving gift from a loving 

God known through Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

                   

*Gloria Patri #546 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture lessons 

 Acts 2:14a, 22-32 [p. 112, NT] 

 1 Peter 1:3-9 [p. 216, NT] 

 John 20:19-31 [p. 109, NT] 

Pastor: The word of the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God   

Anthem: “Sing a New Song” Stan Pethel 

Sermon: “Opened Eyes behind Closed Doors” Pastor Roger Stuart, CRE 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

*Hymn #349 “Crown Him with Many Crowns.” Verses 1, 3, 4  

*The Apostle’s Creed  

Concerns of the People 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

The Offering 

The Offertory  

*Doxology [p.544, red hymnbook] 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 

DEPARTING TO SERVE 

 

*Hymn #439 “Jesus Calls Us” [Verses 1,3,5]  

*Charge and Benediction 

*Hymn #78 [Red Hymnal “God Be with You” [first verse & refrain] 
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